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Frederick (Walter) Chidwick (1884 – 1916) 
This is a proposal from the History Society’ Committee to request that the Parish 
Council commemorate Frederick Chidwick on the War Memorial on The Green 
at Shepherdswell.  

Frederick Chidwick served as a Private in 6th (Service) Battalion, East Kent 
Regiment (The Buffs) (Service no. G/325). (Document 1). He was killed while 
serving on the Western Front on 5 March 1916. 

Frederick enlisted at a 
recruitment meeting held at 
St Andrew’s Hall, 
Shepherdswell on 26 August 
1914, a volunteer in what 
became known as Kitchener’s 
New Army. 

Aged 30, he gave his occupation as ‘collier’, though he had until 1913 served 12 
years in the Royal Navy. The same day (26 August 1914), a medical examination 
declared him ‘fit for army’ (Document 1, below). 

Frederick joined ‘The Buffs’ in Canterbury. After training at Sandling, Tolsford 
Hill (near Lyminge) and Aldershot, he was posted with his battalion to France on 
1 June 1915. He saw action at Ploegsteert Wood, on the Ypres salient (June 
1915) and in the Battle of Loos (September 1915) – a battle that saw the first 
use of chlorine gas as a weapon of war. 

On 5 March 1916, the Buffs were sent into the front line during fighting around 
the Hohenzollern Redoubt – a German position near Loos-en-Gohelle (Pas de 
Calais). Frederick was killed in action the same day. An account of the fighting 
describes how men ‘sank to their knees in mud and were caught by machine gun 
fire and German hand grenades as they foundered’. 

When Frederick enlisted, he gave his next of kin as Sarah Ann Heyman, who lived 
at 7 Whittington Terrace, Shepherdswell. Sarah was Frederick’s cousin (by 
marriage). But between his ages of eight and 15, she had acted as Frederick’s 
foster mother – which is the  relationship recorded on army documents.(See 
document 5, below.) Frederick’s birth mother, Elizabeth (née Howard) had died 
in c1891. His father, Walter, died in 1910. 

Census returns and Dover Directories indicate that Sarah Heyman lived at 
Whittington Terrace between 1910 and 1918, along with two of her sons (Ernest 
and Percy), a daughter and grandchild. Sarah also took in boarders, mostly 
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miners working in one of the local pits. Her two sons worked as miners. Percy 
later served with the Royal Engineers during the War. 

It seems clear that after leaving the navy in 1913, Frederick lived at 7 
Whittington Terrace and worked as a miner. As noted above, he enlisted at the 
recruitment meeting held in Shepherdswell on 26 August 1914. 

The evidence indicates the relationship between Frederick and his foster 
mother. After Frederick’s death, the War Office returned a pressed flower and 
photograph to Sarah (at Whittington Terrace) and she wrote back to 
acknowledge them. (Documents 3 & 4, below.) As Frederick’s next of kin Sarah 
also received the 1914-15 Star, a commemorative ‘Victory’ medal in recognition 
of his service and sacrifice (Document 2).  

Frederick is 
commemorated on the 
Loos Memorial (Pas de 
Calais, France) (pictured).1 
To our knowledge, he is 
not commemorated on 
any memorial in this 
country.  

It is our suspicion that the 
unconventional nature of 
Frederick’s familial 
relations was a factor behind the neglect of any commemoration of his service 
and sacrifice during the War. We should take the opportunity to correct this 
oversight.  

 
1 https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/casualty-details/729721/frederick-
chidwick/ 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/casualty-details/729721/frederick-chidwick/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/casualty-details/729721/frederick-chidwick/
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Documents 
Document 1- Attestation at Shepherdswell, August 1914. 

 

  



 

4 
 

 

Document2 – Award of War and Victory Medal – listing Sarah Heyman of Shepherdswell as 
next of kin 
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Document 3: War Office letter instructing personal property of deceased to be sent to Sarah 
Heyman (Shepherdswell) 
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Document 4 

Letter from Sarah Heyman (7 Whittington Terrace) to War Office acknowledging receipt of 
Frederick’s personal effects. 
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Document 5 

Document (1920) recording Sarah Heyman as Foster Mother – she has now relocated to 
Folkestone.  

 

 


